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Project: Pioneer Groundwater Recharge and Recovery (SCH# 96111037) &€le: @:"a“" r
[.cad Agency: Kern County Water Agency (KCWA) w,f.:: !
ﬂ-{ 150 T Wla flemcen
Location: Located in Section 3,4,11, & 14 T30/R26, MDBM, just west of the g« - Beovse~
intersection of Allen Rd and Ming Ave Extensions, west of CSUB.
Description: = The Pioneer is a groundwater recharge and recovery Project developed to
recharge water in the underground from various sources and using a
number of recovery wells to pump out previously recharged water for
delivery to meet shortages in surface water supplies. There are eleven
RECEIVED - Kern wounty Water Agency local water Qistricts participating in the Pioneer Proje?ct that are also
INe ATM 1 Member Units of the Kern County Water Agency. The Participants
BEW (] EEA % include 10 agricultural and one urban water district that use the facility as
MMV [ part of their regional water management operations. The Negative
C L r i MV 172003 e Declaration for the Project analyzed the potential environmental impacts
0 'M L-J IS)RTFLl % for the construction of up to 28 ncw wells on the Pioneer property. To
*%- Scan 1 date, eleven wells have been constructed. There has existed a concern that
Al Origtofiie T 3 high density of wells located on the Pioneer property may have the

potential to create impacts on the recovery capability of the wells due to
intra-well drawdown interference. In order to minimize groundwater
impacts during a recovery cycle (drought), the Agency is proposing to re-
locate ten well sites as identified in the Negative Declaration. This
Addendum describes the new location for construction of up to ten wells,
These wells would be located off the Pioneer property on property owned
by Castle and Cooke, Inc., through a Letter Agreement involving a land
exchange between the iwo parties. The approximate location of the ten
new well sites is shown on the attached map. The proposed new locations
arc less than a mile east from the locations identified in the Negative
Declaration. Further, a Report conducted by Kenneth D. Schmidt and
Associates on the Maximum Recovery Plan for the Pioneer Kern Fan
Project, dated December 21, 1998 indicated that sprcading out recovery
wells from locations identified in the Negative Declaration for the Project
will minimize groundwater impacts due to drawdown of the groundwater
levels during recovery.

Staff, having undertaken and completed a review of this proposed Addendum to the Negative
Declaration in accordance with the Agency’s “Objectives, Criteria and Procedures for Evaluation
of Projects for Agency Compliance with CEQA”™ pursuant to Public Resources Code section
21082, has determined that an Addendum is the appropriate CEQA action. The KCWA Board of
Directors, having conducted a careful and independent review of the proposed change to the
Pioneer Groundwater Recharge and Recovery Project, described above, does hereby find and

Notios of Environmental Docum9nt
Posted by County Clerk on,; : 4;5’ /s,
and for 30 aays thersafter, Pursudnt to

Seation 21152(0), Public Rangurses Code



declare that said changes are minor in nature and do not result in new significant environmental
effects or substantially increase the severity of previously identified environmental effects, and
do not call for the preparation of a subsequent negative declaration or environmental tmpact
report pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15162. A brief statement of the reasons supporting the
Board’s findings is as follows:

The proposed change to the Negative Declaration involves moving the
location of well sites from the Pioneer property approximately one mile
east in order to accommodate a land exchange and to spread out the well
field which will lessen the impacts to groundwater levels and drawdown
effects compared to the original well site locations. The same amount of
water will be pumped on the new well sites as the original well sites. No
increase in biological impacts will occur because the revised well sites are
located on activly farmed lands. The lands have been re-zoned for
residential development and are located within the Metropolitan
Bakersfield Habitat Conservation Plan which permits and mitigates for
urban development on prior agricultural lands. As such there is no material
difference in the project with the change in well site location as compared
to the Negative Declaration.

The Board of Directors hereby finds that this Addendum to the KCWA Pioneer Groundwater
and Recovery Project reflects its independent judgment.

Dated: August 15, 2005 W‘M , President

Kent! County Water Agency Board of Directors

Attachments:
1. Well construction specifications
2. Well location map

Supporting Documents
1. Pioneer Groundwater Recharge and Recovery Project Negative Declaration, dated
November 1996
2. Maximum Recovery Plan for the Pioneer Kern Fan Project, prepared by Kenneth D.
Schmidt and Associates, groundwater quality consultants, dated December 1998.
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